
A R M E N A K  L E V O N O V I C H  M N D Z H O Y A N  ( 1 9 0 4 - 1 9 7 0 )  

The outstanding organic chemis t ,  Academician of the Academy 
of Sciences of the Armenian SSR Armenak Levonovich Mndzhoyan, died 
on Feb rua ry  21, 1970. 

The name of A. L. Mndzhoyan is associa ted with sys temat ic  and 
purposeful  investigations of the relat ionship between the s t ruc ture  of 
organic compounds and their  biological action which have led to the syn-  
thesis  and introduction into medical  pract ice  of a se r ies  of highly ef fec-  
tive agents.  A. L. Mndzhoyan was a br i l l iant  exper imenter ,  a talented 
scient is t  and o rgan ize r ,  and the d i rec tor  of a scientific school.  

A. L. Mndzhoyan was born in 1904 in the village of Sarykamysh,  
Kara  region. In 1933 he graduated f rom the medical  depar tment  of 
Erevan State Universi ty and then obtained chemical  and pharmaceut ical  
t raining in Moscow. While heading the departments  of organic chem-  
i s t ry  of the Erevan Medical Institute and the Erevan State Universi ty,  
A. L. Mndzhoyan organized the production of a s e r i e s  of drugs f rom 
local raw mater ia l s  at the Pharmaceut ica l  Board of the People ' s  

Commissa r i a t  of Health of the Armenian SSR. In the years  of World War 1I he found a l abora to ry  the ob- 
ject  of which was the crea t ion and bringing into production of medicaments  for mi l i ta ry  health purposes .  
The resu l t  of the broad and fruitful activity of this labora tory  and the increase  in the number  of scientific 
workers  was its reorganiza t ion  in 1955 into the Institute of Fine Organic Chemis t ry  of the Academy of 
Sciences of the Armenian SSR of which A. L. Mndzhoyan was the permanent  d i rec tor  and scientif ic head 
until the las t  day of his life. 

A. L. Mndzhoyan was simultaneously a chemis t  and a doctor ,  which predetermined the direct ion of 
his scientif ic activity. His ear ly  investigations were  devoted to the plant and minera l  raw mater ia l  of 
Armenia  with the aim of its utilization for  the prepara t ion of medicinal agents. In 1937 he defended his 
candidate 's  d isser ta t ion  on the subject:  ~The combustible shales of Armenia  and their  use in the p roduc-  
tion of medicinal  p repara t ions ,"  and in 1944 he presented his doctoral  d isser ta t ion on "The synthesis  of 
new local  anes the t ics . ,  

In the institute that he had created,  A. L. Mndzhoyan turned to broad investigations on the synthesis 
of organic compounds and the test ing of the i r  biological proper t ies .  His sys temat ic  studies led not only to 
the synthesis  of new medicinal  agents but also to a rev is ion  of some theoret ical  ideas sanctioned in science.  
A. L. Mndzhoyan,s wide range of investigations compr ised  various class of organic compounds.  Pa r t  of 
his work which is of value for  prepara t ive  organic synthesis  appeared in the eight issues of the se r ies  
publication "Syntheses of Heterocycl ic  Compounds" founded by him and produced under his editorship.  

In 1950, A. L. Mndzhoyan was elected corresponding member  and in 1953 effective m e m b e r  of the 
Academy of Sciences of the Armenian SSR. 

About 250 scientific papers  came f rom the pen of A. L. Mndzhoyan. He edited the collection "Biologi- 
cal P roper t i e s  of Chemical Compounds" and a se r i e s  of collections devoted to the resul ts  of clinical tests  
of the prepara t ions  ditilline, gangleron, arpenal ,  and quateron synthesized in the Institute. 
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In addition to his r e s e a r c h  act iv i ty ,  A. L. Mndzhoyan p e r f o r m e d  a l a rge  amount  of public scient i f ic  
organiza t ion  work.  Fo r  many  y e a r s  he was editor  of the journal  wIzvestiya Akademii  Nauk Armyanskoi  
SSR" (Seriya Khimicheskikh Nauk) [ "Proceedings  of the Academy of Sciences of the Armenian  SSR" (Chemi-  
cal  Sciences Ser ies)] .  F r o m  1965, A. L. Mndzhoyan had been  a m e m b e r  of the edi tor ia l  board  of the journal  
"Khimiya Gete ro t s ik l iehesk ikh  Soedinenii w [Chemis t ry  of Hete rocyc l ic  Compounds,] .  F r o m  1945 to 1949 
he headed the Insti tute of Organic  Chemis t ry ;  f r o m  1953 to 1960 he was vice p res iden t  of the Academy of 
Sciences of the Armen ian  SSR and was then academic  s e c r e t a r y  of the Division of Chemical  Sciences .  
A. L. Mndzhoyan always found t ime  fo r  l ec tu res  and a d d r e s s e s  and was an act ive  popu la r i ze r  and propagand-  
i s t  of chemis t ry .  He t ra ined  a whole p le iad  of qualified organic  chemis t s .  

A. L. Mndzhoyan c a r r i e d  out an enormous  amount of work  on the c rea t ion  of a scient i f ic  bas i s  for  
the development  of fine organic c h e m i s t r y  in the Armenian  SSR and built  up the new insti tute as a whole 
complex  of s e c t o r s ,  divis ions,  and l abo ra to r i e s  designed to so lve  g r e a t  theore t ica l  and p rac t i ca l  p rob l ems .  

Fo r  his g rea t  s e r v i c e  to the mother land ,  the pa r ty  and the government  g ran ted  A. L. Mndzhoyan the 
tit le of Hero of Social is t  Labor  and Honored Scientific Worke r  of the Armenian  SSR and awarded him the 
Orde r s  of Lenin, of the Red S ta r ,  and of the Red Banner  of Labor ,  and other  meda l s .  The edi tor ia l  boa rd  
of the journal  "Khimiya Gete ro t s ik l ichesk ikh  Soedinenii ,  gr ieve  deeply ove r  this heavy  loss  and exp res s  
the i r  s ince re  condolences to the f ami ly ,  col leagues ,  and pupils of Armenak  Levonovich Mndzhoyan. 

The br igh t  image  of A. L. Mndzhoyan will always be p r e s e r v e d  in the hea r t s  of those who had the good 
fortune to work  and be a s soc ia t ed  with h im.  
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